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’48 State Dept. Role 
On Mideast Faulted 


By William Chapman 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

High State Department officials re- 
peatedly attempted to undermine 
President Truman’s policy on the Mid- 
dle East in an effort to block the, par- 
titioning of Palestine. and the creation 
of the state of Israel, one of Truman’s 
top advisers charged yesterday. 

Clark M. Clifford, now a Washing- 
ton lawyer, reopened a 28-year-old in- 
ternal argument in a speech alleging 
that the State Department disobeyed 
White House instructions in an at- 
tempt to avert the partitioning that 
led to the Jewish state. 
l According to Clifford, Truman once 
said the State Department’s behavior 
countermanded his express promises 
to support partitioning of Palestine. 
“They have made me out a liar and a 
double-crosser,” Clifford quotes Tru- 
man as having said. “We are sunk.’’ 

Clifford delivered his version of 
events in 1948 in a paper at the an- 
nual meeting here of the American 
Historical Association. He described it 
as in part a response to some 
“revisionist historians’* who have 
charged that ' Truman catered to 
American Jewish interests as a politi- 
cal ploy in the presidential election of 
1948. 

“President Truman was deeply in- 
censed at what he considered to be 
the consistent attitude of obstruction- 
ism on the part of the State Depart- 
ment to his policy toward Palestine,” 
Clifford said. “He was angered even 
more at the innuendos and ultimately 
the specific charge by the department 
that the only reason for the Presi- 
dent’s position was his effort to curry 
favor with the Jewish vote in t\iis 
country.” 

At one point, the State Department, 
without Truman’s knowledge, at- 
tempted to revise a partitioning plan 


being considered in a United Nations 
committee by eliminating- the Negev 
1 Desert from the Jewish section. Tru- 
man found out about it, and counter- 
manded it, only after being privately 
advised by a Zionist^ leader, Chaim We- 
izmann, Clifford said. 

To discourage U.S. support for the 
Jewish case, Clifford added, some 
State Department officials circulated 
claims that Jews in Palestine were 
Communist agents. He quoted a memo 
from one State Department official 
who argued that “Jewish immigration 
may be used by the U.S.S.R. as a 
means of establishing a Communist 
state at the eastern extremity of the 
Mediterranean.” 

Clifford said the “unproved warn- 
ing” was intended to justify a contin- 
ued British blockade against Jewish 
immigrants hoping to settle- in Pales- 
tine at a time when Truman was at- 
tempting to open up one port to Jew- 
ish immigrants. \ 

In March, 1848, U.S. Ambassador to 
the United Nations Warren Austin re- 
commended in a Security Council 
speech that talks on a partitioned Pal- 
estine be suspended and that the 
United Nations consider a trusteeship 
proposal instead. This contradicted 
Truman’s espousal of partitioning, 
. Clifford said. He said .that. Austin’s 
speech had bedn drafted within the 
State Department’s Office of Near 
Eastern and African Affairs. 

“To this day, I remember the bewil- 
derment and consternation that were 
evoked by the trusteeship speech,” 
Clifford said. “The President in- 
structed me to ‘find out how this 
could have happened.’ As he said: ‘I 
assured Chaim /Weizmann that we 


A 17 


Fraud Center 
Is Identified 

Fort Lauderdale is the 
Southern city eited in a fed- - 
eral report on organized crime ■> 
as being the" “center for 
financial fraud for the entire v 
nation,” according to : Aaron 
M. Kohn, managing director 
of the Metropolitan Crime 
Commission of New Orleans. 

The Southern city was not _ 
otherwise^ identified in the re- * 
port, released last week, of 
the National Advisory Com- 
mittee on Criminal Justice 
Task Force, on, Organized 
Crime, of which Kohn is a 
member. .. 

Alluding to the city, the re- 4 
port, funded by the Law En- 
forcement Assistance Admin- 
istration, said, “There, organ- 
ized crime figures are believed 
to have influence over the t 
banking industry, grand juries, ; 
and some members of the legal * 
profession.” 

The report attributes the al- 
legations to law enforcement . / 
officials who are not identified. 


were for partition and would stick to 
it. He must think I am a plain liar.’ ” 
Clifford said he discovered that 
both Secretary of State George C. 
Marshall and Under Secretary Robert 
Lovett “had known in advance of the 
de facto reversal of the President’s 
policy. 

“President Truman was simply con- 
founded; He felt he could not repudi- 
ate his own Secretary of State without 
appearing to have lost all control of 
United States foreign policy. Yet he 
’ was cnitrely unwilling to reverse his 
long-standing commitment to parti- 
tion.” 


